
 LOVED & LED!  
 LENT II  

11&12 MARCH 2017 

 AS WE GATHER  
 

Today we hear the wonderfully familiar “Gospel in a nutshell” 

from John 3. 

The first words of the passage say it well: “God so loved.” 

God is loving even when we are less than lovable. 

In the season of Lent we see God’s love at work in the cross of Jesus. 

Here in worship we receive God’s wonderful gifts 

that demonstrate His amazing love. 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

Hymn  SING PRAISE TO GOD, THE HIGHEST GOOD  #819 

 

 INVOCATION  

P=Presider; C=Congregation 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation. 

C Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous: 

P “The right hand of the Lord does valiantly, 

C the right hand of the Lord exalts, 

  the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!” ~Psalm 118:14-16 
 

① 



 CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

P O God our Father, we confess that we are by nature sinful 
  and that we have turned away from Your commands. 
C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
P Forgive us for all that we have thought and said and done 
  that is contrary to Your will and Your ways, 
  and forgive us for times we have trusted in our own righteousness 
  instead of relying on Your grace in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. 
C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 
P Forgive us for times we have not been good stewards 
  of Your great creation 
  and for times we have been unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought. 
C Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 
 Create in us clean hearts, O God, 
  and put a new and right spirit within us. 
P Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, 
  I, a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
  forgive you all your sins— 
  in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P May the God of peace sanctify you wholly. 
 May your spirit, soul, and body be kept sound and blameless 
  at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 He who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 
C Amen. 
 

2 

 WORD  

 
PSALM 105:4-7  INTROIT  PSALM 105:8 

P He remembers His covenant forever, 
C the word that He commanded, for a thousand generations. 
P Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His presence continually! 
C Remember the wondrous works that He has done, 
  His miracles, and the judgments He uttered, 
P O offspring of Abraham, His servant, children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 
C He is the LORD our God; His judgments are in all the earth. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P He remembers His covenant forever, 
C the word that He commanded, for a thousand generations. 
 

② 



KYRIE  LORD, HAVE MERCY  MARK 10:47  LSB 204 

C ♫ Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 

GLORIA  GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 

LUKE 2:14  JOHN 1:29  LSB 204 
 

C ♫ To God on high be glory, and peace to all the earth; 
goodwill from God in heaven proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing— 
our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

 

To You, O sole-begotten, the Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; receive our heartfelt cry, 

where you in pow’r are seated at God’s right hand on high— 
 

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit alone are Lord Most High 
in God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Father in heaven, whose ways are justice and truth, 
  strengthen our faith in Christ, our righteousness. 
C Keep the eyes of our faith focused on our Redeemer 
  and, in the end, take us to be with Your Son, our Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
  now and forever. 
 Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 
 

ANTHEM  THERE IS POWER IN JESUS’ NAME  PEPPER CHOPLIN 
(Sunday) 

ADULT CHOIR 
 

③



OLD TESTAMENT  GENESIS 12:1-9 
THE PROMISE OF GOD IS MADE TO ABRAM 

 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make 
of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 
 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. And 
Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions 
that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, 
and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land 
of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to 
the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the 
LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” 
So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From 
there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched 
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built 
an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. And Abram 
journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 

 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 
 PSALM 121  

P I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? 
C My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
P He will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber. 
C Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
P The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand.  
C The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
P The LORD will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life. 
C The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 
  from this time forth and forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? 
C My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
 

④ 



EPISTLE   ROMANS 4:1-8&13-17 

THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM, WHO BELIEVED GOD 
 

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according 
to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something 
to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 
Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his 
due. And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies 
the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, just as David also speaks 
of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart  
from works: 

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
and whose sins are covered; 

blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 
 

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of 
the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness 
of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 
faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where 
there is no law there is no transgression. 
 

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent 
of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is 
the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 
GRADUAL & VERSE  JOHN 3:16 & HEBREWS 12:2 

PLEASE STAND 

P For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
  that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
C O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
  the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
  who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 

 despising the shame, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
P For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 
  that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

⑤ 



HOLY GOSPEL  JOHN 3:1-17 

JESUS TEACHES NICODEMUS BY NIGHT ON BEING BORN AGAIN 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 

Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that 

you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 

enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said 

to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and 

you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where 

it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, 

“Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 

Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness 

to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told 

you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 

heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended 

from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life. 
 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

Hymn  GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE  #571 
 

⑥ 



SERMON  LEFT BEHIND AND LOVING IT! 

THE BIBLE ENJOINS US TO LEAVE BEHIND: 
1. UNDUE LOVE OF COUNTRY AND FAMILY— 
 E.G., ABRAHAM LEAVING AN IDOLATROUS NATION AND FAMILY—GEN 12:1-9 
2. OVER-RELIANCE ON GOOD WORKS (DO/DUE RELIGION) AS OPPOSED TO 
 PAUL'S TEACHING OF JUSTIFICATION BY GRACE/FAITH—ROMANS 4:1FF 
3. OVER-RELIANCE ON ANCESTRY AND KNOWLEDGE—JOHN 3:1-17 

"I SOUGHT THE LORD AND HE ANSWERED ME..." ~PSALM 34:4 
 

OFFERING  OFFERTORY 

Hymn  GRACIOUS GOD, YOU SEND GREAT BLESSINGS  #782 
While we worship the Lord with our offerings, please write your names in the fellowship registers, 
indicating the date and time of the service you are attending. To help us serve you more effectively, 
please use the blanks provided to indicate a change in mailing address, phone numbers (home, 
work, cell, fax) or e-mail address(es). Please tear out the sheets with names on them and let them 
stick out of the top of the folder so that the ushers can collect them. Thank you! 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
PLEASE STAND 

P O God of the covenant, 
  in the glory of the cross your Son embraced the power of death 
  and broke its hold over your people. 
C In this time of repentance draw all people to yourself, 
  that we who confess Jesus as Lord 
  may put aside the deeds of death and accept the life of your kingdom. 
P God of the living, 
  through baptism we pass from the shadow of death 
  to the light of the resurrection. 
C Remain with us and give us hope that, 
  rejoicing in the gift of the Spirit 
  who gives life to our mortal flesh, 
  we may be clothed with the garment of immortality. 
P God of amazing compassion, lover of our wayward race, 
  you bring to birth a pilgrim people 
  and call us to be a blessing for ourselves and all the world. 
C We pray for grace to take your generous gift 
  and step with courage on this holy path, 
  confident in the radiant life that is your plan for us. Amen. 

SPECIAL PETITIONS & PRAISES 
P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, 
C grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

⑦ 



 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
(Sunday) 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
  The third day He rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven 
   and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy Christian Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole Church 
as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 11 WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

⑧ 



CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE NICENE CREED 

(Saturday) 

C I believe in one God, 
  the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the only-begotten Son of God, 
  begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
  God of God, Light of Light, 
  very God of very God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  being of one substance with the Father, 
  by whom all things were made; 
  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
  and was made man; 
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
  He suffered and was buried. 
  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
   and ascended into heaven 
  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory 
   to judge both the living and the dead, 
  whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord and giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together 
  is worshiped and glorified, 
  who spoke by the prophets. 
  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Us means all people. 
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole  

Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine.  
 

⑨ 



 SACRAMENT  
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, 
our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His 
table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with our pastor or 
an elder. Alcohol-removed white wine is offered in the center of the tray. 

 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. 

 
 PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
  and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
  everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
  for You have brought us the gift of salvation in our lives. 
C Above all we bless You and give thanks 
  for the limitless love shown to us when You sent 
  Your only-begotten Son as the fulfillment of Your great promises. 
 Through the working of Your Holy Spirit, bestow upon us 
  Your peace and abiding joy, Lord, now and forever. 
P Together with angels and archangels 
  and with all who rejoice in the courts of heaven 
  we praise Your glorious name: 

 
SANCTUS  HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

ISAIAH 6:3  MATTHEW 21:9  LSB 208 
C ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P O Lord of heaven and earth, we bless You for the gift of faith 
  that clings to Your gracious promises in Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
  who gave Himself as a perfect sacrifice for us 
  so that our lives may know true peace and endless joy. 
C Invited by Your grace, we come to Your Table with thankful hearts. 
 Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood 
  that we may continue to live as Your people, 
  joyfully awaiting the eternal feast in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

⑩ 



 LORD’S PRAYER  MATTHEW 6:9-13 

C ♫ Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

ALBERT HAY MALOTTE; ARRANGED BY FRED BOCK; © 1935, 1976 SHIRMER, INCORPORATED; CCLI 1212705 

 SUNDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 WITH THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 WORDS OF OUR LORD  

MATTHEW 26:26–28  MARK 14:22–24  LUKE 22:19–20  1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–25 

 
PAX DOMINI  THE PEACE OF THE LORD  JOHN 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI  LAMB OF GOD  JOHN 1:29  LSB 210 
 

C ♫ O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, and grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 
 DISTRIBUTION  

Hymn  ALL CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED  #596 
Hymn  LORD, TAKE MY HAND AND LEAD ME  #722 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS  SONG OF SIMEON  LUKE 2:29-32  LSB 211 

 

PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ O Lord, now let Your servant depart in heav’nly peace, 
for I have seen the glory of your redeeming grace: 

a light to lead the Gentiles unto your holy hill, 
the glory of your people, your chosen Israel. 

 

All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son, 
all glory to the Spirit, forever Three in One; 

for as in the beginning, is now, shall ever be, 
God’s triune name resounding through all eternity. 

 

⑪ 



 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P Loving and giving God, 
  we thank You for Your gifts which strengthen us 
  and keep us assured of Your love for us. 
C Bless us through these divine gifts 
  that we may live with boldness and confidence 
  even in times of earthly sorrow and disappointment. 
 May Your Holy Spirit further bless and enlighten us 
  with His gifts that we may be people who rejoice 
  in Your promises and live to Your glory. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 
 Amen. 

 
 BENEDICTION  

P The blessing of God Almighty— 
  the Father, who gave His Son for the life of the world; 
  the Son, who has revealed to us God’s grace, mercy, and love; 
  and the Spirit, by whose fruit we are seen to be children of God—  
  bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
Hymn  GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER  #918 
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⑫ 


